
 
 
October 2, 2014 
 
To:  The Joint Study Committee 
 
From:  Out Now and Arise for Social Justice 
 
Contact: Holly Richardson, outnow@comcast.net / 413.348.8234 
 

 

Position Paper in favor of the use of audio/video cameras on police patrol 
cars, and body-worn cameras on Springfield patrol officers 

 
 

Out Now and Arise for Social Justice are recommending to: Springfield Police 
Commissioner Barbieri, Mayor Sarno, Joe Gentile, President of the International 
Brotherhood of Police Officers (IBPO) Local 364, members of the Springfield Police 
Community Hearing Board, and members of the Joint Study Committee to approve of 
the installation of audio/video cameras on the police cars and utilize body-worn 
cameras on the persons of Springfield Patrol Officers. 
 
Following the officer-involved shooting of Michael Brown on August 9th, police 
departments that are not currently using cameras during interactions with the public 
are being called to task.  
 
It is time for the Springfield Police Department to join in with others in purchasing 
cameras and implementing accompanying policies as recommended by the ACLU, 
that include a department mandate of turning on cameras during every interaction 
with the public; and, that which is attached with risk of disciplinary action and perhaps 
an exclusionary rule for evidence obtained in an unrecorded encounter; and that 
which could also include a stipulation that in any instance an officer who is wearing a 
camera is accused of misconduct, if said officer fails to record that incident it would 
create an evidentiary presumption against the officer. 
 
There is now extensive research on police cameras that include, but is not limited to: 
 

• The use of audio/video cameras in patrol cars and body-worn cameras - which 
are small and light enough to attach to sunglasses, collars, lapels or pockets for 
officers to wear will promote officer safety and to provide accountability and is a 
concept that is supported by community members and police officers alike.  
 



• Car and body-worn audio/video cameras offer a way to provide accountability 
through an unbiased, accurate view of what really happened in a given 
situation. 
 

• Having a visual record of a traffic or pedestrian stop provides the best evidence 
for police to use in court, is impartial, and will help reduce protracted court 
cases and litigation. 

 
• Will provide greater transparency and a constant third party witness. 

 
• Will enhance police and citizen motivation to act lawfully and truthfully. 

 
• Can work to lessen the chance of deadly force being used by police. 

 
• Has the potential to increase citizen's trust of our police force thanks to 

recorded actions.  
 

• Police body-worn cameras are a great tool to protect both the public from police 
misconduct and the police from false accusations; and Police Chiefs across the 
country are supporting them! 
 

• When the Rialto Police Department in California adopted cameras, the number 
of complaints filed against officers fell by 88 percent and the use of force by 
officers fell by almost 60 percent. 

 
• The conclusion from the article in the October 2013 Police Chief magazine, 

“The Future Is Here: How Police Officers’ Videos Protect Officers and 
Departments” states, “…common sense and best practices (as seen in the Scott 
decision) demand that, if at all possible, all departments should equip their 
officers with body-worn video cameras. To do less is no longer acceptable.” 
(From The Police Chief, vol. LXXX, no. 10, October 2013. Copyright held by the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police, 515 North Washington Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22314 USA). 

 
One thing we can control and do right now is to create accountability – for both police 
and citizens – with a digital record of what happens when a police officer interacts 
with a citizen. Body worn and car cameras won’t solve all of our problems – but they 
will be a good start – and will create an accurate record of what happens. 

The trust between our community, others and law enforcement is not good. Taking 
this step to adding cameras into police interactions with the public is a win for 
everyone. 
 
 


